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IN this, her latest and most exhilarating novel, Hebe
Elsna once again writes of Chelsea* and introduces us to a
colony of talented, happy-go-lucky Bohemians,

There .is Gene, the young musician, who teaches for his
bread-and-butter and composes for his souPs good. There
is Ray, his adopted sister, who is on the editorial staff of a
twopenny woman's weekly* There is Paul Colborne,
the sculptor; in the estimation of the public a genius,
and in the estimation of his wife, Priscilla, a lovable,
irresponsible child.

Into this circle crashed Mercia, child of PauFs first
marriage to the conventional Helen Lessinghatru

Mercia has been brought up in a county set> but she is
fascinated by all that she has heard and read of London's
Latin Quarter, and is prepared to find mad gaiety and crassy
licence in her father's circle-
She is, however, disappointed. Comradeship^ hard
work, tolerance, humour. These she finds in plenty, but
axtists are hard-working people who need a peaceful en-
, vironment for their development*

This Ray understands; this is what she tries to give
Gene; but Mercia, lovely, shallow* and an instinctive
poseur, bring a very different dement into his life.

like a comet, Merck flashes through the lives of people
whom she consistently fails to understand* In her wake she
leaves turmoil and disaster, and it devolves upon $Uy to
piece together the remains of the wreckage,
> Vivid dialogue, penetrating character-studies and a keen
sest for life are the chief characteristics of PEOFX*E Alts So
RESPECTABLE in which also admirers of another novel*
QTTHER PEOPLE'S FIRES, will renew acquaintance with old
friends.
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